Christopher  Jones,  master.  It  was  Christo¬ 
pher  Jones  who  had  witnessed  the  will  of 
William  Mullins,  which  was  discovered  in 
the  public  records  at  Somerset  House  in 
London,  aboard  the  ship  in  1621. 

The  MAYFLOWER  that  brought  the  Pil¬ 
grims  to  Plymouth  was  probably  built 
before  1606.  Christopher  Jones  of  Harwich, 
Essex,  was  in  command  of  the  vessel  as  of 
August,  1609,  and  was  part  owner  in  1612. 
Jones  moved  in  1611  to  Rotherhithe,  a 
shipping  center  on  the  south  bank  of  the 
Thames  near  London.  It  was  from  there 
that  his  ship  went  to  Southampton  to  make 
the  historic  voyage. 

No  picture  of  the  MAYFLOWER  ever 
existed,  although  many  speculative  artistic 
representations  were  made  during  the  19th 
century.  More  accurate  research  resulted  in 
the  R.C.  Anderson  model  of  1925,  which 
Mr.  Baker  used  as  a  starting  point  for  his 
design.  The  original  Plimoth  Plantation 
intent  was  to  construct  a  full  size  “water¬ 
line”  model  on  a  concrete  slab  which  would 
be  exhibited  at  the  Plantation  site.  How¬ 
ever,  fate  intervened  in  the  shape  of  “Project 
Mayflower,  Ltd.,”  of  England. 

Project  Mayflower 

Project  Mayflower  was  the  brainchild  of 
Warwick  Charlton,  an  advertising  executive 
who  had  been  inspired  by  the  Anglo-Amer¬ 
ican  cooperation  during  the  Second  World 
War.  It  became  his  ambition  to  commemo¬ 
rate  this  relationship  by  building  a  full  scale 
model  of  the  MAYFLOWER  which  could  be 
sailed  across  the  Atlantic.  He  founded 
Project  Mayflower,  Ltd.  to  raise  the  money 
and  construct  the  reproduction  vessel. 
Project  Mayflower  approached  Plimoth 


Plantation  in  1955  to  see  if  the  museum 
would  be  willing  to  maintain  and  exhibit  a 
“Mayflower  II”  once  it  reached  the  United 
States.  The  Plantation  agreed  to  receive  the 
finished  ship  upon  its  completion  and 
extended  Project  Mayflower  the  use  the 
Baker  plans  to  build  their  vessel. 

Mayflower  IIs  keel  was  laid  on  July  4, 
1955,  at  the  Upham  Shipyard  in  Brixham, 
Devonshire.  The  ship  was  meticulously 
constructed  to  period  specifications, 
including  the  use  of  nine  miles  of  true  hemp 
rigging,  550  square  yards  of  hand-sewn 
linen  canvas  sails  and  solid  Devon  oak  for 
her  timbers.  Alan  Villiers,  the  renowned 
expert  on  square-rigged  vessels  was  chosen 
as  captain.  The  hull  was  launched  on  Sep¬ 
tember  22, 1956,  and  by  the  spring  of  1957 
Mayflower  II  was  ready  for  her  voyage  to 
America.  Sailing  without  any  auxiliary 
power  the  small  ship  left  Plymouth,  Eng¬ 
land,  on  April  20,  1957.  Mayflower  II 
arrived  in  Provincetown,  Massachusetts, 
(where  the  first  MAYFLOWER  had  made 
landfall  in  November,  1620)  on  June  12  and 
the  next  day  entered  Plymouth  harbor  amid 
great  enthusiasm.  After  Project  Mayflower 
had  exhibited  the  vessel  in  New  York, 
Miami  and  Washington,  Plimoth  Planta¬ 
tion  assumed  both  the  financial  liability 
and  ownership  of  Mayflower  II  in  1958. 
Since  that  time,  the  Plantation  has  managed 
and  maintained  the  vessel  as  a  museum 
exhibit. 

In  addition  to  Mayflower  II  Plimoth 
Plantation  has  two  outdoor  living  history 
sites  which  interpret  life  in  Plymouth  Col¬ 
ony.  These  are  the  1627  Pilgrim  Village  and 
Hobbamock’s  (Wampanoag  Indian)  Homesite. 


Threading  a  three-sided  sail  needle  with  waxed  linen  thread. 


